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Program 
of 
Che Having of the Corner Stone 


of the New Plant 
for 


Meredith College 


Dr. Z. M. Cavenzss, Charrman of Building Committee, 
Presiding 


Doxology 
PSC VOCHtL OTM atte niet aL aN eee, aie une y curs Dr. R. T. Vann 
secergg dneii owe iM ate, Xo Uh at AAW Matis uA Ry ae Dr. Cuas. H. DurHam 


Hymn—“Coronation.” 


Th8 G PITSI CM Road a OS ER fer a oS ee ee a1 Mr. R. N. Srums 
MOTMEK Stone WCreMON Yi. 7 ae snns cass ase cans Mr. W. N. Jonzs 
1 Edd? y Ferg AUS SAR pete, OR OnLy Pomc Mee IEE Dr. I. M. Mercer 


Song—“Alma Mater” 


ES CTTORL LOLI ORL aee is ter tert tee ea AMIE By fa Dr. J. R. JESTER 


Che Laning of the Corner Stone 
ot 


Che Greater Meredith College 


December 11, 1924 


The Corner Stone of the Greater Meredith College 


ADDRESS 


By ROBERT N. SIMMS, of Raleigh, N. C. 


At the Laying of the Corner Stone of Meredith Col- 
lege in the Presence of the Baptist State Con- 
vention on Thursday, December 11, 1924. 


Meredith marches on! That has been the story of her life. 
The one word descriptive of her life history is progress. She 
was born in the spirit of progress. It is hard for us to realize 
the condition we Baptists had in North Carolina before this 
college came. We had an old and illustrious college for men 
which had then behind it sixty-five years of splendid history. 
We had for at least that many years realized that the Baptist 
men of North Carolina needed a higher college education, but 
it had been hard for our people to realize that our women 
really needed the same higher education. Some indeed said 
that they were not capable of taking it! Who dares suggest 
such a thought today? Some said that they had no use for it. 
As if, forsooth, an educated mother does not mean more to a 
child than an educated father. Some felt that we could not 
afford it. As if indeed anything else calling for resources was 
of superior importance to this. 

It is almost astounding to recall that it was in 1838 that 
Thomas Meredith introduced a strong report in the Baptist 
State Convention advocating that we establish a college for the 
higher education of our women, and that it produced no tan- 
gible results; and that the matter dragged along without con- 
crete accomplishment until 1891, when a charter was obtained 
from the General Assembly for the establishment of an insti- 
tution to be known as “The Baptist Female University of North 
Carolina.” 

Some further years passed with little accomplished, but 
finally men of courage and vision and enthusiasm and faith 
set to work to do the task and began a canvass of the State for 
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funds; and lo! the impossible began to be accomplished, and 
even in those times of dearth and depression, when our people 
had no wealth comparable to that of today and when money 
was so terribly scarce and high everywhere, the needed funds 
began to come in. Ever in this connection should the Baptists 
of North Carolina hold in grateful remembrance Rev. O. L. 
Stringfield, who did the field work, and the Executive Com- 
mittee, consisting of Rev. A. M. Simms, Chairman, Rev. J. W. 
Carter, N. B. Broughton, C. J. Hunter, S. W. Brewer, J. D. 
Boushall, J. W. Bailey, John E. Ray and W. N. Jones, who 
looked after the work of constructing the buildings. (Only 
three of these committeemen are now living and only two of 
them are on the Board.) Raleigh had been chosen as the 
location, a choice that has never been regretted. A site suitable 
for the purpose was found on the square next to that occupied 
by the Governor’s Mansion. Means were made available for 
its purchase. One-fourth of the square was thought to be suf- 
ficient ground for the needs of the institution for all future 
time. The Main Building was erected of such size as was 
confidently supposed would house the school comfortably as 
far in the future as faith could see. The curriculum was to 
be high, actually ‘‘as high as that of Wake Forest College,” and 
it was supposed that naturally there would never be more than 
a few unusually bright-minded, strong-minded women who 
would care to undertake to graduate at such an institution. In 
order that the college might have sufficient patronage to at least 
partially pay expenses it was arranged that a preparatory de- 
partment should be conducted. So the faith trembled; but it 
endured, thank God! and the builders builded, and a faculty 
was obtained, and “The Baptist Female University of North 
‘ Carolina” opened its doors in 1899. 

Two hundred and twenty girls at once entered for enroll- 
ment, and a new day was born in Baptist history in the Old 
North State. The vast Main Building, which seemed so fear- 
_ fully large and hard to fill when it was in course of construc- 
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tion, was soon filled to overflowing. Rooms constructed for 
occupancy by two girls had crowded into them three, four or 
five. More space must be had. The splendid Adams home, 
one of the finest residences in the City, located next door to 
the Main Building, was purchased and was named East Build- 
ing. It also was soon overrun. Chief Justice William T. 
Faircloth, one of the original trustees named in the charter, 
then generously willed to the institution enough of his fortune 
to erect the building known as Faircloth Hall. This was sup- 
posed to be the last word in suitable construction for such a 
purpose, when it was opened for occupancy in 1904. 

Meanwhile it seemed there was no way to calculate the num- 
ber of Baptist girls that aspired to a college education “as high 
as that given the boys at Wake Forest.” They came in an 
ever-increasing stream. Every other available house and lot 
on the square was purchased, and still there was a lack of room. 
Finally the brethren said they would master the situation by 
cutting out the preparatory departments and everything that 
was not strictly within college limits; they would teach nothing 
lower than a college like Wake Forest. This would put the 
necessary curb upon the situation. It was done. But behold 
the girls continued to come! There seemed no limit to their 
aspirations and to the number that aspired. 

All the while there was a feeling that if we could only ob- 
tain the McKee place and the Adams cottage we would have 
the whole square and would thereby be able to handle the 
situation for all time to come. In 1913 we acquired the 
McKee place, now known as the “Home Economics Building,” 
and in 1919 the Adams cottage was purchased. And still the 
girls came and filled every available space. We crossed Person 
Street and began to purchase on two other squares, and rented 
upon a third. We crossed Blount Street and rented the largest 
building anywhere in the neighborhood. All these were filled. 

Meanwhile we had had our eyes lifted to a new ideal of 
culture. A new standard of excellence was erected. We must 
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gain admission to the Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools of the Southern States. This would entitle us fairly 
to be termed a standard A-1 college. We had years before 
changed our name to “The Baptist University for Women” 
(in 1905) to sound in keeping with our high determination to 
offer to our girls as high educational opportunity as could be 
had anywhere. A few years later, realizing that the institution 
was not a university in the proper sense of the word and 
probably should never undertake to be, but was only a college, 
we manfully changed the name again and (in 1911) designated 
it as “Meredith College,” selecting the name in honor of 
Thomas Meredith. We firmly determined to gain admission 
to the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
We trimmed off every department that stood in the way. We 
raised the standard of admission. We raised the standard for 
graduation. We increased the number of members of the fac- 
ulty holding the Ph. D. degree. We increased the salaries of 
the requisite number of professors. We made our requirements 
more and more rigid. We were admonished by our own fears 
as well as by oral expression from year to year that we would 
elevate the institution beyond the needs and desires and possi- 
bilities of the girls of North Carolina. We felt this might be 
true as to some, but that still there would be enough desiring 
those higher things to fill the institution, hedged in as it was 
by the impossibility to get additional ground. In due time we 
were admitted to the Association. 

But the young women continued to come in yet increasing 
numbers, and finally, in 1921, the inevitable was recognized, 
and it was at last determined after much prayer and considera- 
tion that the needs of the institution and the service for which 
it was manifestly ordained could be met only by moving out 
to larger grounds. Greater Meredith was born! 

Every available site was examined. Every consideration was 
carefully weighed. Finally this splendid place of one hundred 
and thirty acres was selected. Here we have room for every 
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imaginable building and recreation and development. Here we 
think we have room for all reasonable expansion, some say for 
five hundred or a thousand years. Possibly so. Sometimes I 
doubt it and wish we could double the acres we own. 

Truly the way we have come to this hour is wonderful. Our 
career has covered only twenty-five years. In that brief span 
in human history we have come from the possession of no insti- 
tution to the ownership of one that has an endowment and 
property worth a million dollars. We have fourteen times out- 
grown our equipment. We own one of the most valuable 
squares in the City of Raleigh, as well as property on adjacent 
squares, all containing fourteen buildings. We own this mag- 
nificent tract of one hundred and thirty acres. We have four 
hundred and fifty-two enrolled students and could have had 
hundreds more if only we could have housed them. In the 
twenty-five years our aggregate enrollments of students have 
totalled almost ten thousand. We have a faculty of fifty mem- 
bers. We have ever been rich, I rejoice to say, in faculty mem- 
bers of a high order of genius and fidelity, able to match ability 
with the best and remaining at Meredith when they were of- 
fered larger salaries elsewhere. Such teachers make a college 
great. The institution has been blessed with Trustees of splen- 
did wisdom and devotion, who have given hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of their time freely and gladly 
throughout the years. Their names and those of the members 
of the Faculty will be lodged in this corner stone and need not 
be recited here. Presidents Richard T. Vann and Charles E. 
Brewer, by long years of highly capable administration, have 
builded for themselves a fame that will endure as long as this 
institution and as long as Baptists cherish the names of men 
of loyalty and devotion who have spared not themselves for 
the denomination’s cause, but have served magnificently their 
day and generation. We have had students who have faith- 
fully applied themselves to their work and have used their 
trained talents for the good of humanity wherever they have 
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gone upon leaving our care. We are endowed with a splendid 
body of alumnz whose lives have enriched the world and 
whose devotion to our cause and their alma mater is today its 
most cherished possession. We have a great, loyal constituency 
of Baptist folk throughout North Carolina who have loved the 
college through its days of beginning, who are entirely faithful 
to it at this hour, who have the human control of its conduct, 
and who are determined, please God, to bring it to the fulfill- 
ment of its highest possible destiny. Best of all we have had, 
and have faith to believe we shall continue to have, the mani- 
fest favor of God. 

The Lord has led us out into a large place. His hand has 
guided us all the way. We make record of our gratitude to 
Him and beg His forgiveness for our laggard faith that has 
sometimes dragged behind the on-going of His mighty footsteps. 
Upon His favor the future depends. He has made the past 
wonderful. He has made the present splendid. We look to Him 
to make the future glorious. And we are bold to believe that 
its glory is assured. Surely this is His cause. Surely we do 
advance His Kingdom by this thing we are doing here. So 
surely the on-going of this institution is linked with the on- 
going of that divine Kingdom which shall have no end, but 
which shall proceed from glory unto glory. 

In that high faith we are met here today to lay the corner 
stone of this new building. Clouds of countless witnesses com- 
pass us about. So near are they that we can almost feel their 
presence. Countless generations yet unborn will have their 
destiny influenced by this day’s doing. May God grant that no 
worthy expectation of this institution shall be disappointed. 
May it ever remain true to the faith of the fathers. May it 
build up in righteousness and beauty of soul every young wo- 
man who shall enter its doors. May its portals ever be wide 
enough to admit the eager footsteps of every ambitious girl in 
North Carolina who shall wish to train her mind in a standard 
college under Baptist auspices, where the best in education and 
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culture can be obtained under active Christian influences. May 
there be no limit to the good it shall do, the culture it shall 
give, the love of humanity it shall inculcate, the devotion to 
God it shall instill. May its motto, “Lux,” engraven upon its 
seal, and on this corner stone, mark its every accomplishment. 
May it have ever the manifest favor of Him in whose presence 
is no darkness at all, but whose vital principle is light as well 
as love. 

The battle ground of the future of civilization is in the 
feminine heart. The conflict will be between carnalism and 
Christian culture. The contemplation of this fact convinces 
one that there is no more important deed being done in North 
Carolina today than the building of this institution. Fulfilling 
its proper destiny it will be one of the mightiest bulwarks of 
Christian civilization against the forces of those who love 
darkness rather than light. May the God of light and love so 
guide its conduct that it shall send forth an ever-increasing 
number of women deserving his unequaled encomium, “Ye are 
the light of the world.” 

With this prayer we shall lay this corner stone, dedicating 
it to His glory, and trusting that it and the structure to be 
erected upon it shall endure as being founded upon the favor 
and for the service of Him who is Himself the “Rock of Ages.” 
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The Contents of the Corner Stone Box 


A Bible; the minutes of the 1923 Convention; copies of the 
Biblical Recorder and Charity and Children; the 1923- 
1924 Meredith catalogue; 1923-1924 official reports; 
pictures of the present college buildings; a copy of 
the 1907-1908 college catalogue; the Polk resolutions 
adopted in 1889 when the convention sat in Henderson; the 
charter incorporating the Baptist Female University, 1891; 
copies of The Acorn, The Twig, the Alumne Association 
Manual of 1924; a blue-print of Greater Meredith; Manu- 
script copy of the history of Meredith College being prepared 
by Rev. O. L. Stringfield; manuscript of the address delivered 
by R. N. Simms at the corner stone exercises; coins given by 
the Commercial National Bank; and copies of Raleigh news- 
papers and of Old Gold and Black. 


14 Meredith College Bulletin 


Board of Crustees of Meredith College 


THOMAS ARRINGTON AVERA 
WILLIAM ANDREW AYERS 

JOHN THOMAS JOHNSON BATTLE 
JOSEPH DozIER BOUSHALL 
WILLIAM RuFUS BRADSHAW 
BERTHA LUCRETIA CARROLL 
ZEBULON MARVIN CAVENESS 
AMOS GRAVES Cox 

MARGARET SHIELDS EVERETT 
EDWIN McKEE GOODWIN 
JOSEPH RuFUS HUNTER 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HUNTLEY 


LIVINGSTON JOHNSON 
JAMES YADKIN JOYNER 
WESLEY NORWOOD JONES 
MARTIN LUTHER KESLER 
STEPHEN MCINTYRE 
DANIEL HARRIS PENTON 
WILLIAM LOUIS POTEAT 
WILLIAM OscAR RIDDICK 
ROBERT HENRY RIGGSBEE 
ROBERT NIRWANA SIMMS 
WILLIAM ATHA THOMAS 
GEORGE THOMAS WATKINS 


WALTER HERBERT WEATHERSPOON 


Building Committee 


ZEBULON MARVIN CAVENESS, Chairman 


JOSEPH DozIER BOUSHALL 
CHARLES EDWARD BREWER 
MARGARET SHIELDS EVERETT 
JOSEPH RuFus HUNTER 
LIVINGSTON JOHNSON 


JAMES YADKIN JOYNER 
WESLEY NORWOOD JONES 
MARTIN LUTHER KESLER 
WILLIAM LovuIs POTEAT 
ROBERT NIRWANA SIMMS 
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HONOR ROLL 
FIRST SEMESTER 1924-25 


FIRST HONOR 

LEONARD, GLADYS 
LEONARD, PAIGE 
MARSHBURN, SALLIE 
MAYNARD, MARTHA 
MILTON, VERA PEARL 
O’KELLEY, MARY 
PATTERSON, VELMA 
POPLIN, VELMA 
PURNELL, ELIZABETH 
THOMAS, ELIZABETH VIRGINIA 
WALTON, EDNA EARLE 


ALDERMAN, PORTIA 
BRADLEY, HATTIE 
CLARK, MONTA 
DAIL, KATIE 
DUNNING, DOROTHY 
GARRETT, JUANITA 
HATCHER, RAEFORD 
Hiaes, ELIZABETH 
Hocutt, NAOMI 
JAMES, MABEL 
KENDRICK, ANNIE WILL 


SECOND HONOR 

HorNneER, ANNIE 
JONES, LUCILE 
KENDRICK, ALMA 
POTEAT, CLARISSA 
WALTON, KATIE LEE 
WHEELER, MARGARET 
WILKINS, SALLIE 


ANDREWS, DOROTHY 
BARNWELL, DAISY 
Bowers, MARY BREWER 
COVINGTON, MARY 
CURRIN, GLADYS 
EAGLES, MARGARET 
FAULKNER, PEARL 


The requirements for the honor rolls are as follows: 


POINTS * 
No. of classes Points for Points for 
per week First Honor Second Honor 

Ue) oy Ale a eae a ae le Pag G RAG) Beitr lee Ut RNS Neopi te ER 2 

OLS Gh ERR eM erate PA En RR SER EL HCG OPP Ot 24 

0 oh ashi a VR RRC Fe Dy | he eR aS aha! AOR Aa a 26 

Dee Peeters tes ilar ercceaeneeiee Sd MM ase Heute Reanae See uaeea tect se 28 

LG tees tetrce reat. suaeecccastete Pa LU heat eee lat Rae a) aA 30 

Ldap Pit deetteet a rari oxccd terete, ES ie RE erp eee yf Ra Ba 32 

LS eral sh erp eens maak omen tye ANTES Far Nes Rae hae ceria cree 34 
GRADES 


A gives 3 points per semester hour of credit 
B gives 2 points per semester hour of credit 
C gives 1 point per semester hour of credit 
D gives 0 point per semester hour of credit 
Ei gives —1 point per semester hour of credit 
F gives —2 points per semester hour of credit 


3 011 


2 105822206 


Alma Mater 


We salute thee, Alma Mater, we salute thee with a song, 
At thy feet our loyal hearts their tribute lay; 

We had waited for thy coming in the darkness, waited long, 
Ere the morning star proclaimed thy natal day. 


Thou hast come thro’ tribulation and thy robe is clean and white, 
Thou art fairer than the summer in its bloom, 

Thou art born unto a kingdom and thy crown is all of light; 
Thou shalt smile away the shadow and the gloom. 


In thy path the fields shall blossom and the desert shall rejoice, 
In the wilderness a living fountain spring; 

For the blind shall see thy beauty and the deaf shall hear thy voice, 
And the silent tongues their high hosannas sing. 


Where the rhododendron blushes on the burly mountain’s breast, © 
In the midland, where the wild deer love to roam; 

Where the water-lily slumbers, while the cypress guards its rest— 
Lo, thy sunny land of promise and thy home. 


Where the sons of Carolina taught a nation to be free, 
And her daughters taught their brothers to be brave; 

O’er a land of peaceful plenty, from the highlands to the sea, 
May thy banner, Alma Mater, ever wave. 
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